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FORWARD—THE WATCHWORD 


With full cognizance of the gallant traditions which 
uphold us, with humility and contemplation of those 
splendid women who preceded us, we still cannot pause 
an instant, nor relax our vigilance an iota. The hour 
is ripe for victory. But to so pause, or so relax, would 
be to fail the pioneers of Woman’s freedom, and permit 
the birthright of their heirs, our daughters, to slip 
away, perhaps forever. 

Never has the goal of Equality seemed so near. 
Never has the triumph glittered so enticingly. By the 
same token, as always before attainment, the ob- 
stacles have doubled, the path has steepened, and the 
culminating push will require every once of energy and 
thought and hard work we can summon. Now we 
must strive as never before, explain and proselyte, con- 
vert and win. No one will do it for us, and we would 
not want it done for us. If the prize is worth the 
having, it is worth the effort. 


Dr. Agnes E. Wells hands the gavel to the new national chai 


rman, Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell. 


TO THE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 


During their joint meeting, the members of the 
outgoing and incoming Councils arose spontaneously 
and clasped hands with the retiring and succeeding 


_ Chairmen in a pledge of unity and mutual effort. For 


one silent, pregnant moment, they formed a living 
circle, dedicated to the cause which is so dear to all of 
us. It was a covenant, it was a prayer. No woman who 
was present will forget it. It included every member, 
past and present, of the National Woman’s Party. 


Spiritually clasping hands, we shall go forward. 
‘Retreat, defeat,” are words we never learned. God 
willing, our hearts eager, our minds and beings ready, 
we shall mount the path, resolve the obstacles, and 
write the principle of Equal Justice Under Law for All 
in the Constitution of our country. Toward this end 
I aim. Clasp hands with me. 


—Ethel Ernest Murrell. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 

“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

“This amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 


Introducted: 
In Becate, Jan. 8, 1951, by Senator Herbert R. O’Conor (D), Md., with 
27 co-sponsors. 


In House, Feb. 2, 1951, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. Y., 
with 104 co-sponsors. 


Favorably by Senate Judiciary Committee, May 21, 1951. 


Referred: 
To Judiciary Committee of both Houses at time of introduction. 
To House Sub-Judiciary Committee No. 2,-May 10, 1951. 


STATUS OF THE AMENDMENT 


Early arrivals for the National Woman’s Party Con- 
vention shared the jubilation at headquarters when, 
on May 21, S.J. Res. 3 (the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment) was reported favorably by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, with a vote of 7 to 2. In his letter announc- 
ing the action, the chief sponsor, Senator Herbert R. 
O’Conor (D), Md., wrote: “This measure was reported 
out upon my motion without amendment and now goes 
to the Senate floor where I hope for early action and 
passage.” 

The chief sponsor in the House of Representatives, 
Hon. Katharine St. George (R), N. Y., announced that 
on May 10, Rep. Emanuel Celler (D), N. Y., referred to 
the House Sub-Judiciary Committee No. 2, H.J. Res. 
52 (the Equal Rights Amendment) which she had in- 
troduced, Feb. 2. When Sub-Judiciary Committee No. 
2 reports, the Amendment will then be taken up by the 
full Judiciary Committee. Rep. William T. Byrne (D), 
N. Y., co-sponsor of the Equal Rights Amendment, is 
chairman of Sub-Committee No. 2 of the House Ju- 
diciary Committee. 


—_ 


The New National Chairman 
Mrs. ETHEL ERNEST MURRELL 


From the moment she repeated after Judge Bur- 
nita Shelton Matthews the solemn oath by which she 
became national chairman of the National Woman’s 
Party, Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell impressed all who 
met her with the spirit of inspiration, dedication and 
energetic leadership she displayed upon assuming office. 

An attractive blond, with radiant smile and friendly 
manner, Mrs. Murrell balances efficiency with charm, 
and decisiveness with a generous endowment of human 
understanding. She is a clear thinker and it # not sur- 
prising that her keen, inquiring mind led her to choose 
law as a profession. 

Interest in humanity induced Mrs. Murrell to lead 
civic and reform movements in Florida, where she has 
resided for many years, and ta campaign against legal 
inequities, especially those discriminating against 
women. She was chairman of the committee of the 
Florida State Bar Association which wrote and pro- 
posed the Married Woman’s Emancipation Act. This 
progressive measure became law in 1948. As Florida 
State and Southeastern Area chairman of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, she has lectured widely on 
behalf of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Indefatigable in working for causes in which she 
believes, Mrs. Murrell conducted a radio legal forum 
over WKAT, and eight Florida newspapers carried 
her daily column spotlighting the need for legal re- 
forms. The proposed new Constitution for the State 
includes a paragraph written by Mrs. Murrell which 
will assure Floridians legal parity for men and women. 

Her books, “Law for Ladies,” and “Practical Law,” 
designed to clarify law for the laity, have been used 
as college texts. After holding two national council 
meetings following her installation as NWP national 
chairman, and calling another for June 16, at Alva 
Belmont House, Mrs. Murrell returned home to resume 
teaching for the remainder of the term, an adult edu- 
cation class in “Law for Laymen” at the University 
of Miami. 

Appropriately, Mrs. Murrell was born in Laramie, 
Wyoming, the first suffrage state. She was educated 
in Washington, D. C., and abroad, and has traveled 


widely, having lived in Europe and the Orient. Her | 


interest in political science and comparative religions, 


subjects upon which she lectures, stems from studies | 


made in countries sprung from ancient civilizations. 
Her hobbies consist of modeling heads in clay, and 
collecting dance masks from the far parts of the world. 


She is married to John Moore Murrell, distinguished | 
lawyer of Miami, Florida. They have reared two chil- | 


dren. Mr. Murrell comes frequently to Washington 


and plans to arrange his visits to coincide with those | 
of his wife, when Mrs. Murrell is here in the interests | 


of the National Woman’s Party. 


Help Wanted—Alva Belmont House 


The Chairman asks for’ donations to pay off the 


debt of $1,500 incurred for repairs of the Washing- | 


ton headquarters, Alva Belmont House. The work 
was necessary and the results most gratifying. It was 
the sense of the Chairman that we could pay off this 
debt if our members would send amounts they could 
afford, anything from $1.00 to $1,000. Our fiscal 


year ends June 30. It would be very helpful if these 
contributions could be received before that time, so 
that our books may be closed for audit. 


—Ethel Ernest Murrell, 
National Chairman. 
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Search Into The History 


Of Alva Belmont House 


By MARGARET COPE 
Curator of Oriental Art, Gallery of Fine Arts, Columbus, Ohio 


When I saw Alva Belmont House for the first time 
during the 1949 Convention of the National Woman’s 
Party, my lifelong interest in old houses stirred to a 
glow of curiosity. I fell in love with its stately charm 
and upon hearing that its claim to be the oldest house 
in the District of Columbia was disputed by owners 
of other old houses, I readily accepted Alice Paul’s 
invitation to delve into its history... 

A reprint from the National Historical Magazine, 
January 1941, published by the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Washington, 
D. C., and an earlier study made by Judge Burnita 
Shelton Matthews, traced the history of the land on 
which the house stands through changes in proprietor- 
ship. I determined to confine my research to the struc- 
ture of the house. 


But I had no idea of the obstacles I would encounter. 
When I came to Washington in the middle of April, 
1951, to complete preliminary studies on the spot, 
the only definite records or dates I found were those 
of transfer of lands, not of buildings. 


I reverted to methods I use when I trace the history 
of Chinese porcelains. I searched out maps, charts, his- 
tories and legends, even making an analysis of the 
bricks in various portions of Alva Belmont House, 
just as I analyze the clay of porcelains. Upon 
measuring the bricks, I found they varied in size from 
4 to 4 inches in different sections of the building, 
which indicated that the bricks were made at different 
periods. This was the first clue. 


The little brick building now used as the kitchen 
section of Alva Belmont House was, I discovered, the 
first part of the present structure to be erected. Its 
architecture is early Maryland, which is actually me- 
dieval English architecture transplanted. The original 
building was a small, homogeneous two-room or pos- 
sibly one-room house with a loft, and it had an out- 
building which was used for a tool house, spinning 
house, pigeon houses and storage house. I saw the same 
arrangement on Pennsylvania Highway while I was 
driving to Washington. 


This little brick dwelling was evidently the house 
of the planter or overseer on the tract of land origin- 
ally granted Lord Baltimore by the Crown, acquired 
from him by George Thompson in 1663, and leased to 
Thomas Notley in 1670, for 40,000 pounds of tobacco 
and “one pepper corn.” 


As the planter’s family and finances increased, he 
enlarged his house by building on to the front, back, 
or side, an addition of even height. It formed what 
is now the east side of Alva Belmont House. Com- 
pared with other houses of the late 1600’s, that was a 
very big house for the period. Some houses measured 
only 9 x 12 feet. 


In those days, when a house was built with a cellar, 
it made history. This house had a cellar with 18-inch 
walls of stone and brick, the stone taken from the sur- 
rounding area and the brick made on premises nearby. 
Nevertheless, the house remained unrecorded for a 
long period. The first definite date I found was in 
‘A Survey of Historic Houses,” in the Library of Con- 
gress, in which it is recorded that in 1799, Dr. Robert 
Sewell bought the house and lands which are now 
National Woman’s Party property. 


Judging from maps, the house was then straight, 
with a steeply sloping roof. It was the custom at that 
time to enlarge a house by building a full length 


passage at one side. The hall in Alva Belmont House 
was, I am sure, once a side passage. 

Dr. Sewell owned another house built close to, and 
directly te-the west of this side passage. This was 
the house which was damaged by fire when the British 
marched into Washington in the summer of 1814, com- 
ing up from Bladensburg. Records in the Senate Li- 
brary show that Sewell was denied a claim for reim- 
bursement but another record. indicates that in 1844, 
he paid a $4,000 repair bill, which was enormous, then. 

At that time, Sewell put the two houses together, 
making the side passage the center hall and joining 
to it the repaired or rebuilt house to form what is now 
the living room side of Alva Belmont House. To con- 
form to an ordinance limiting dwellings to a height of 
two stories, he built a mansard roof on the front, 
which gave a full ceiling to the attic rooms. 

This deduction is supported by maps I saw at the 
Sesquicentennial Exhibition last year, picturing Wash- 
ington real estate up to 1870. On one map, there 
were, on the site of Alva Belmont House, two houses 
with a passageway built straight through on the 
westerly side of the east house. The next map showed 
one L-shaped house on the same site, indicating that 
Dr. Sewell had joined the two houses. My conviction 
was further strengthened when I found at the Archives 
an earlier real estate map printed in 1857 and showing 
houses erected before that date. There the L-shaped 
house appeared again. 

Dr. Robert Sewell had married into the Calvert 
family and could afford both the Capitol Hill man- 
sion for a town house and a country estate called “His 
Lordship’s Kindness,” near Upper Marlboro, about 18 
miles away. Dr. Wells and I drove out to see it, hoping 
to upturn some new evidence concerning Alva Belmont 
House. But we were unsuccessful and only the beauty 
of the countryside compensated for our disappointment. 

As the Convention neared, I determined to press 
my search. In the Library of Congress, I found a map 
dated 1800, which showed two houses on the lot where 
Alva Belmont House stands, again sustaining my be- 
lief that Dr. Sewell had subsequently joined them. The 
authenticated date, 1800, placed Alva Belmont House 
as being at least contemporary with Octagon House. 
Still, I was not satisfied. 


Then, from an unexpected source, came the clue I 
had been seeking. I was thumbing through “Thomas 
Jefferson and the National Capital,” prefaced and 
compiled by Harold L. Ickes and published by the 
Government Printing Office, when I came upon a small 
map showing the Hop Yard tract in 1792. There on 
Jenkins Hill (now Capitol Hill) I saw four tiny spots 
on the Notley Young land, which I thought might in- 
dicate a house. I nearly burst with excitement when 
I examined the original map in the Library of Con- 
gress and found, in place of the dots, a sketch of a 
house with a fancy roof, conforming perfectly in archi- 
ture to Alva Belmont House. 


Experts at the Library of Congress are endeavoring 
to authenticate the date, but because the map was 
made from a private manuscript, they have not yet 
given it their imprimatur. Nevertheless, I am cer- 
tain that Alva Belmont House stood on this site in 
1792, loking very much as it does today. The date 
makes it definitely the oldest house in the District of 
Columbia proper, and as headquarters for the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, it is carrying on its tradition 
as one of the finest historic buildings in the world. 
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1951 Convention Story 


By DorRoTHY M. RUSSELL 


“The most successful we have ever held!” delegates 
said of the National Woman’s Party 1951 Convention 
which took place May 25, 26 and 27 at the Statler 
Hotel, Washington, D. C. 

That each convention should seem better, more har- 
monious and full of accomplishment than its predeces- 
sor is indicative of the progressive outlook and deter- 
mined effort for a single right cause that unite mem- 
bers of the National Woman’s Party. Such a spirit 
animated the delegates to the recent convention from 
the opening session presided over by our beloved re- 
tired chairman, Dr. Agnes E. Wells, to the reception 
in the garden of Alva Belmont House on Sunday after- 
noon at which Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, the gracious 
new chairman, received the good wishes of NWP mem- 
bers and friends. 

The Hon. Katharine St. George, chief sponsor 
in the House of Representatives for the Equal Rights 
Amendment, opened the convention. She said the 
Amendment could be passed immediately if every 
woman present would work harder to rally more 
women to the cause, educating the ignorant, convincing 
the unconvinced, urging the inert to action. “Put pres- 
sure on your Congressmen,” she advised. “They will 
heed your letters and telegrams, never fear. You rep- 
resent voters.” 

At an informal dinner presided over by Mrs. Mamie 
Mizen on Friday evening, the Roll Call of States was 
answered by delegates who read an impressive list of 
Saemeenes laws from the cards distributed among 
them. 

Speaking on “The New Old Enemy,” Mrs. Mizen 
echoed the thought expressed earlier by Rep. St. 
George. Dismissing as the real enemy the various 
Congressional committees which have refused to place 
the Amendment before the Congress, labor groups and 
“protective” legislation, Mrs. Mizen said: 

“Stripped of false-faces, our new-old enemy bears 
the double name, Ignorance and Indifference .. . It is 
against the wall of indifference that women who recog- 
nize the enemy must fight .. . We can conquer. The 
first victory must be within ourselves ... We can 
bring equality into reality if we want to. It is as 
simple as that.” 


Mrs. Mizen introduced as principal speaker Lt. Col. 
Clara Raven of the Army Reserve Medical Corps. Col. 
Raven graphically illustrated the Army system of con- 
forming to the practice of recalling women doctors 
from active duty to “no status” at the expiration of the 
“six months thereafter’”’ period at the close of the 
war. With a few hours’ notice she was ordered to close 
her work in Hawaii and return to the States. She has 
now been recalled to duty and is on her way to the Far 
East. She is a “person” again. Col. Raven reviewed 
a bill authorizing status for women medical person- 
nel which was introduced in the last Congress. 


INTERNATIONAL LUNCHEON 


International aspects of the woman movement was 
the theme of speakers at the luncheon on Saturday at 
which Dr. Mary Sinclair Crawford presided. Miss 
Elsie Maitland, member of the Six Point Group of 
England, said her organization was working to seat 
more women in Parliament and in the House of Lords, 
where “there is not one woman now.” The Six Point 
Group, she said, advocates “the coupled vote” whereby 


a man and a woman would be elected to the same seat 
in Parliament. 

“Recognition of women as persons is an objective 
in England, too,” she added. “Equal participation in 
government by men and women will be the means of 
bringing about world peace and plenty.” 

Mme. Bedia Afnan of Baghdad, delegate from Iraq 
to the United Nations, said women in her country 
gained equal rights without a strugle when Iraq won 
independence. But the advance of American women, 
their leadership and example, were a strong influence, 
she added, in gaining equality for the women of Iraq. 

“Political education for women is just as important 
as the struggle for equal rights,’”” Mme. Afnan said, “‘be- 
— with such education, women can accomplish any- 
thing.”’ 

Senora Angela Acuna de Chacon, Costa Rican rep- 
resentative on the Status of Women Commission, U.N., 
and representative of the Inter-American Commis- 
sion of Women, said Costa Rican women were given 
equal civil rights in 1898, but had only recently won 
suffrage, for which they had had to fight “even in the 
streets.” Referring eloquently to America as “a fount 
of love” and “leader of the world,” she stressed her 
prea eta that women will be the leaders of the new 
world. 

Miss Ernestine Bellamy, just returned from making 
a survey of the status of women in the near East and 
in Europe, told about the International Council of Wo- 
men’s Convention in Athens to which. she was a-dele- 
gate, and about the Regional Conference of U.N. Non- 
Governmental Organizations she attended in Istanbul. 

Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker spoke on the creation of 
the U.N. Status of Women Commission in London, 
which she and Betty Gram Swing accomplished. Miss 
Anita Pollitzer spoke about the Rights of Women 
Resolution in the Covenant of Human Rights. 

The three participated later in the lively Equal Rights 
Amendment Workshop discussion forum and answered 
questions from the floor. Other experts on the panel 
were Judge Helen Elizabeth Brown, Baltimore, Md., 
Edith Pollock, electronics specialist, Day- 

on, Ohio. 


Mrs. MEsTA SPEAKS AT BANQUET 


The U.S. Minister to Luxembourg, Hon. Perle Mesta, 
member of the National Council, National Woman’s 
Party, was the principal speaker at the banquet on 
Saturday night, which climaxed the Convention. 
Mrs. Mesta addressed a celebrity-packed audience on 
“Boundaries Unbound,” and coined a new word, 
“Equalism,” which she said means victory for women 
as responsible partners in all departments of living, 
including world affairs. 


“In America today, woman exerts tremendous in- 
fluence and she will have increasingly more to say, 
and more and more recognition .. . Together, men and 
women make a tremendous dynamic force. Man and 
woman divided could be a source of chaos in these 
troubled times when every atom of wisdom, of inven- 
tiveness, must be exploited in full.” 

Pointing out that women fought the war shoulder- 
to-shouider with men as service women, doctors, 
nurses, scientists, planners, technicians, factory work- 
ers, and in the underground, and died as bravely in the 
cause of freedom, Mrs. Mesta concluded: 
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“I feel certain that our men are now convinced 
that when our forefathers said the American Revolu- 
tion was based on equal rights for all men, they 
meant equal rights for all men... AND WOMEN x 

Judge Ruth Thompson, Representative from Michi- 
gan, spoke humorously of her experiences as a “woman 
judge,” before coming to the House of Representa- 
tives where, she said, she was accepted with cordial- 
ity, an indication that women in public life are becom- 
ing less of a novelty. She pledged staunch support to 
the Equal Rights Amendment which, she said, is the 
only way women can be assured Constitutional pro- 
tection of their rights as citizens. 

Mrs. Mary G. Roebling, assistant treasurer, National 
Woman’s Party, regaled her audience with a sparkl- 
ing talk on “The Woman Banker.” She is chairman 
of the Board of the Trenton (N.J.) Trust Company, had 
just come from the Bankers Convention in Atlantic 
City. 

Miss Anita Pollitzer gave one of her usual brilliant 
speeches on “Our Current Campaign,” winning the ap- 
plause of Congressmen and Government officials in an 
enthusiastic audience. Senator and Mrs. John L. Mc- 
Clellan of Arkansas were among those taking bows. 
Dramatic high spot of Miss Pollitzer’s speech was the 
reading of a “white paper” obtained by the Hon. Ruth 
Thompson — an important statement by the Hon. 
Chauncey Reed, ranking minority member of the Ju- 
diciary Committee, House of Representatives, which 
follows: 

The Equal Rights Amendment is a fundamental measure of justice which 
should be passed without delay. 

As ranking minority member of the Committee on the Judiciary, I am 
gratified that our distinguished fellow committee member, Judge Ruth Thomp- 
son, the first and only lady to serve on our Committee, is espousing your cause. 
In this I share her enthusiasm, for as you know, in the 80th Congress when 
our Party had a majority in the House and Senate, the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment was given favorable consideration by our Committee and it became my 
Resolution for the -Constitutional Amendment to the 
House of Representatives with our recommendation that it be adopted. 

In the present Congress, I am pleased to report that so far as I have been 
able to ascertain, every Republican member on the Committee can be de- 
pended upon to support favorable action on a similar Resolution which has 


been introduced by Honorable Katharine St. George, with over 100 co- 
sponsors. Of my own strong support of the Amendment you are 


A (s) CHAUNCEY REED, M. C. 


NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS BRUNCH 


Representatives of national women’s organizations 
affiliated with NWP in endorsement of the Equal 
Rights Amendment brought greetings to the Con- 
vention at the Sunday brunch arranged by Dr. Flor- 
ence A. Armstrong, and at which Mrs. Nina Horton 
Avery presided. Miss Clara L. Longstreth, Washing- 
ton lawyer and chairman of the Committee on National 
Security, National Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Clubs, was the principal speaker. 


INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 


Installation of the new national chairman and other 
national officers, May 27, in the garden of Alva Bel- 
mont House, was a solemn and beautiful ceremony, ad- 
ministered with impressive dignity by our National 
Council member, Judge Burnita Shelton Matthews. 
The slate presented by Mrs. Cecil Norton Broy, chair- 
man of the Nominating Committee, had pleased every- 
one, and nominees had been unanimously elected. A 
change in the By-laws, voted during the convention, 
eliminated the time lapse previously required. 

Highlight of the reception which followed was the 
unveiling of the portrait bust of Dr. Agnes E. Wells, 
the work of the young sculptor, Carmen Brooks Tay- 
som, daughter of Mrs. A. L. Brooks who presented 
this gift to the National Woman’s Party from the 
American Society of Achievement Memorials for 
Women, of which she is national president. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Forbes of Baltimore, Md., and Mrs. 
Brooks were the able co-chairmen of the Convention, 


Message From Dr. Wells 


To members and friends of the National Woman’s 
Party, greetings and farewell. 


I am grateful for the help of all active workers 
for the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. I 
am also gratified that so many loyal supporters of 
dignified and historic Alva Belmont House, our head- 
quarters, approved and helped with the expenses for 
structural repairs needed to the property this year. 


Please help pass the Equal Rights Amendment at 
once. Thank our chief sponsor, the energetic Senator 
Herbert R. O’Conor of Maryland, and our charming 
and efficient chief sponsor in the House, the Hon- 
orable Katharine St. George of New York. Please thank 
their co-sponsors, if you have not already done so, 
and urge your own Congressmen to help speed the 
passage of the Amendment, so that many State Legis- 
latures in session in 1951 can vote on the emancipa- 


tion of the women of the United States by ratifying 
this Amendment. 


I also urge that many States, either alone or in 
groups, select a room, a:-hall, the garden or the attrac- 
tive old kitchen, as a memorial, and contribute from 
$300.00 to $500.00 a year for its beautification and 
upkeep. 

I wish to thank the House Staff, the three Hostess 
Branches and all Chairmen and Committee Members, 
the Hotel Statler, and the women from the Board of 
Trade, who conducted the registration of delegates, 
for their help in making our convention a perfect 
success. To those who took part in the program, the 
National Council joins me in expressing gratitude 

I wish also to thank all the friends who contributed 
to the gift of the exquisite Paul Revere silver bowl, pre- 
sented to me, May 25. It will always be a happy re- 
minder of the hours working together at Alva Bel- 
mont House, to help raise the status of women. 


To the American Society of Achievement Memorials 
for Women, I express humble gratitude for the pre- 
sentation to the National Woman’s Party of the por- 
trait bust of me, by the gifted and charming young 
sculptor, Carmen Brooks Taysom, a talented pupil of 
Carl Milles of the Cranbrook Academy of Arts. Her 
mother, Mrs. A. L. Brooks of Pontiac, Mich., a National 
Council member, made the presentation. Mrs. Mildred 
Palmer read a tribute and telegrams from friends. 


The new Chairman, Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, of 
Miami, Florida, accepted the bust on behalf of the 
National Woman’s Party. The retiring Chairman and 
members of the National Council wish for Mrs. Mur- 
rell and the newly elected National Council perfect 
co-operation and help from all the members of the 
National Woman’s Party. 


—Agnes E. Wells. 


N.B. The silver bowl was presented by the National Council, 
State chairmen and headquarters staff. The engraved in- 
scription to Dr. Wells read in part: “With gratitude and 
appreciation for her valiant efforts in behalf of the Equal 
Rights Amendment.” 
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Ruth Crane’s popular television show over WMAL-TV, May 24, 1951, featured The Equal Rights Review enacted by 


4 


members of the National Woman’s Party to highlight the Convention which opened the following day. (Left to right): 
Mildred Palmer as Abigail Adams, Dora Ogle as Lucretia Mott, Ernestine Bellamy as herself, Queen Walker Boardman as 
the Woman from the West, Ruth Crane, and Amelia Himes Walker as the Suffragette. 


News From NWP Branches . . . 


MASSACHSETTS 


The case for the Equal Rights Amendment was pre- 
sented by The Christian Science Monitor Youth Forum 
on June 1 and 2 at its headquarters in Boston. 

By way of a mock trial, after the Clerk of Court had 
called the “court” to order, Susan B. Anthony, imper- 
sonated, paraded down the aisle, followed by four 
suffragettes, bearing white placards which together 
formed the slogan, “Equal Rights for Women.” 

By public acclaim, the Clerk read as case for the 
day, ““Equal Rights for Women.” The attorney against 
the Equal Rights Amendment, Benjamin Armstrong, 
addressed the jury, summoned from the audience. The 
attorney for the defense, Florence Garmon, then en- 
tered her plea. 

Witness for the prosecution, Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt, enacted by Helen Tucker, was asked why she 
favored equal rights for women, yet opposed the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Witness for the defense, Senator 
Herbert O’Conor of Maryland, enacted by Leonard 
Colwell, was questioned by the defense attorney con- 
cerning his support of the Amendment. The Senate 
spoke strongly in its favor, pointing out that state by 
state legislation was not the same as an embodiment of 
the principle in the Supreme Law of the Land, the 
United States Constitution. 


When the foreman polled the jury, it was found that, 
of a mixed jury of men and women chosen at random 
from the audience, the overwhelming vote favored 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


MICHIGAN 


The Michigan branch announces the election of new 
officers for 1951-1952. They are: Phoebe C. Munnecke, 
chairman; Helen Coyer, lst vice chairman; Geraldine 
Moore, 2nd vice chairman; Annette Means, 3rd vice 
chairman; Rebecca Grace, recording secretary; Gay 
Ritter, treasurer. Board of Directors: Iva Willmore, 
Amalie Pasternacki, Lillian’ Alexander, Florence 
Becker, Margaret Hampshire. 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 93 


Do You Know... 


... THAT after 2,000 years of feudalism, Japanese 
women now have more legal rights than do American 
women, according to Miss Elizabeth Sands, former 
assistant superintendent of schools in Los Angeles, 
who was one of nine experts on General MacArthur’s 
staff in Tokyo. She trained ninety Japanese men and 
one woman for superintendent of schools in Japan. 

“T was in an ironical position,” she protested. “I 
was teaching democracy to these people when the 
Equal Rights Amendment was still so far from pas- 
sage in Congress.” 


... LHAT Greek women voted at the polls, April 15, 
for the first time in the history of Greece. Ernestine 
Bellamy reports that the Greek women attribute their 
victory to the influence upon Parliament of an equal 
suffrage resolution passed by the Laws and Franchise 
Committee of the International Council of Women, 
in convention at Athens in March. She was a delegate 
from the National Council of Women and U. S. alter- 
nate on the Laws and Franchise Committee. As soon 
as the suffrage resolution was passed, the Greek women 
rose as one and went to the Parliament to present it. 
The resolution was announced as “coming from the 
women of America.” 


. . . THAT in Sydney, N. 8S. W., at the County 
Council meeting in March, the following resolution 
was moved: 

1. That this Council favors a policy of equal oppor- 
tunity for promotion for both male and female 
officers. 

2. That all necessary actions be taken as quickly as 
practicable to obtain a variation of the Council’s 
awards so as to provide that both male and fe- 


ofiieers shall -have-equal opportunity for 


‘promotion to higher grade positions in the 
Service. 

.. . THAT Dr. Alfred Torre, war-time director 
of the British Army psychiatrists, said: ‘Emotional 
immaturity is at the bottom of a lot of Britons’ 
troubles. It is mainly a matter of the dominant male 
treating his wife as a slave. We are still a patriarchal 
nation, a male-dominated society. Woman is just the 
slave, the helot, the chattel, and Britain won’t grow 
up until women have more influence.” 

... THAT the women in Bella-Bella, an Indian fish- 
ing village on the British Columbia coast, have declared 
a strike “to demand an equal voice with the men in the 
running of our affairs.” Mrs. Mary Hall, president 
of the group, said that Indian women cannery work- 
ers, netmakers and menders now have no voice in the 
bargaining carried on in the coast fishing industry by 
the men. “We are on strike for equality and the vote 
and we mean business,” she said. 
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Our grateful thanks to Mr. L. A. Constable and the 
B. F. Goodrich Co., 2316 Rhode Island Avenue, N. E., 
for their courtesy in installing a fine television set which 
enabled us at headquarters to enjoy the television broad- 
casts which featured the NWP Convention. 


gn Femoriam 


Katherine Houghton Hepburn 


Katherine Houghton Hepburn (Mrs. Thomas N. 
Hepburn) of Bloomfield, Conn., sister of Edith Hough- 
ton Hooker and mother of actress Katherine Hepburn, 
died March 17. Since the National Woman’s Party 
was organized, she was an active member, and an 
ardent worker for equal rights. When her children 
were small, she sometimes brought them with her to 
Washington, when she was storming Congress in be- 
half of the cause. A spirited, convincing speaker, she 
spoke at many Congressional hearings on the Equal 
Rights Amendment. For six years she was president 
of the Connecticut Suffrage Association. She was also 
oe in the birth control movement. 

Mrs. Hepburn was born in Corning, New York. She 
held the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Master of 
Arts from Bryn Mawr College, her alma mater. 

Like her sister, Edith Houghton Hooker, Mrs. Hep- 
burn rendered invaluable service to the woman move- 
ment. We shall miss her. 


Dennis Cardinal Dougherty 


Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, Archbishop of Phila- 
delphia for 33 years, died May 31. By our members 
he will be remembered as the “Equal Rights Cardinal 
of America.” Many years ago, Alice Paul and our 
present national chairman, Ethel Ernest Murrell, vis- 
ited him in behalf of the Equal Rights Amendment. The 


National Woman’s Party will always be grateful for . 


the statement he gave Dr. Mary Sinclair Crawford 
and Mrs. Cecil Norton Broy, whom he received in 1945. 
It reads: 


Apropos-of-the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitu- 


tion, according to which it is proposed to give women full 
Constitutional rights, I am glad to hear that His Excel- 
lency, President Truman, and also the Judiciary Commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives, are heartily in favor 
of this Amendment. Personally, I agree with them in this 


matter. 
(Signed) 
Dennis Cardinal Dougherty. 


Hattie W. Caraway 


Mrs. Hattie W. Caraway, of Arkansas, first woman 
elected to the United States Senate, died at Falls 
Church, Va., December 21, 1950. She was a friend of 
the National Woman’s Party and of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. She was not an embattled feminist, but 
she three times persuaded the voters of Arkansas 
to send her, a woman Representative, to Washington. 
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